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The first commencement on campus occurred June 14, 1960. The commencement speaker was then-Illinois Governor WIiiiam Stratton. ! Photo courtesy of SiUE Archives

With graduation around the corner,

take a look back at the first commencement ...
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The first campus sign was
placed on Rt. 157 in June 1960.
The first campus commencement ceremony is featured In
the background.
Photo courtesy of
SIUE Archives
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HOW THE LAND WAS WON:

Shot~ ~ound~» ho~~~~ and h~l~~opt~~~

During a bond rally held October 1960, helicopter rides were offered to attendees. The touring helicopter, however, startled horses on the Freund property; as a result, an Irritated farmer,

I Photo courtesy of Steve Kerber

reluctant to sell his land to the state, began to shoot at the helicopter.

KAREN MARTIN
Alestle Lifestyles Editor

". · When a helicopter ·carrying
enthusiastic guests continued to
tour over a threatened 132-acre
horse farm on Oct, 1, 1960, it was
the last straw for the Edwardsville
farmer.
With his startled horses in a
frel1Z)~ the farmer pulled out a shotgun and began firing at the helicopter. Despite his defiance, his
land was soon to become Illinois
property. It was his parcel of land
that would eventually make up the
core of SIUE's campus.
This story, however, actually
begins five years before the in<::ident. According to Stephen Kerber,
the wliversity ardlivist and special
collections librarian, the story of
SIUE's origin begins around f955
when area locals formed an organization under the guidance of
Howard W Sec to meet the growing demand for higher education in
the rural area. At the ti.me, See had
been overseeing the operations of
at the Belleville Residence Center
in St. Clair County. His responsibility primarily focused on improving educational classes
to
schoolteachers.
"D r..See was the man that the
local people turned to for advice
about how they would go about
getting a state wliversity," Kerber
said. "Dr. See invited the president
of the wliversity at Carbondale to
come here. Before that ti.me, [the
president] didn't get it. He was absorbed with his own wliversity, but
after he came and met all these people, the light bulb finally went off."

Kerber said SIU's then President D elyte Morris was already at
odds with the University of Illinois,
an institution that did not want
Carbondale to expand into a graduate- and research-oriented wliversity.
"He got the message from the
people here that they wanted the
wliversity, and he decided it would
be better if this activity were affiliated with his outfit than with U of
I," Kerber said.
In 1957, classes began in
Alton and East St. Louis under
See's direction, but the establishment of a core location, meeting
the needs of a growing enrollment
became necessary.
Kerber said local residents understood this need and began to
raise money to buy properties in
the Edwardsville area. Along with
the money raised, there was a bond
issue proposed in 1960 to support
building on the location.
While there was a great deal of
local support for the establishment
of the SIUE campus, Kerber said
some farmers, w hose land had
been part of their fanlilies for generations, were not keen on the idea
of selling their land.
Regardless, implementation of
the plan had begun. There was a
city event aimed at raising public
support for the bond issue that
would appear on the November
· 1960 ballot. Kerber said the event
took place Oct. 1, 1960, and one
of the attractions was a helicopter
ride over the future site of SIDE.
"As part of that event, they ,
hired a helicopter pilot and offered
people, anybody who wanted to,"

The Freund home once sat on the core campus approximately where Dunham Hall now stands. When the property
was sold, it was moved off campus and now stands on Illinois state Route 157.
I Photo courtesy of Steve Kerber

Kerber said.
O ne of the properties the
helicopter tour continued to fly
over that day was a 132-acre
horse farm with the belonging to
a farmer who was reluctant to sell
his land.
"Everything where we are
now, where the main campus is,
was part of this horse farm. [The
farmer] didn't want to sell," Kerber said.
As the helicopter flew over the
property, Kerber said the farmer's
horses becafi1e startled, and the

farmer lost his patience.
"H e lost his temper because
his horses were getting spooked. ...
H e felt provoked, and he thought
they were doing this on purpose.
He was concerned about his
horses," Kerber said. "So, he went
out and shot his shotgun at the helicopter. And after that, they had
him where they wanted him. There
were charges, but they were willing
to drop charges if he would agree
to sell at a reasonable price."
Kerber said no one was injured during the shooting, and the

farmer was given a fair rate for his
land.
The house on the estate,
which
situated where Dunham
Hali now stands, was dism antled
and moved to a patch of land just
outside of campus along Illinois
state R oute 157. The house still
stands, though it is not in its former condition.
Biology professor Richard
Brugam said he believed biology
professor Ralph Axtell, the most
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tenured SIUE professor, was at the event and scheduled for
the next ride.
Brugam said he recalls hostility even after he began at
SIUE.
"Some of the farmers were not happy about it for a long
time, even when I arrived here, which was 20 years later, the
people were still unhappy," Brugam said.
.
Land acquisition is a circular story of give and take. According to anthropology professor Julie Holt, the whole area
was settled by Native American tribes. During the eras of
French trade, there was less conflict; however, when American
settlei:s made their way West, the land was in question.
"It's when the Americans came in with the American
Revolution that things really went downhill for Native Americans," Holt said. 'The newly arriving Americans don't just
want to trade with Indians for fur, they want the land, so they
want the Indians out of here."
During the War of 1812, Americans allied with certain
tribes, but Holt said after that event, the alliance was quickly
forgotten.
''When Andrew Jackson became president in the 1830s,
he supported Congress' kicking all the Native Americans east
of the Mississippi out," Holt said. "So, [1830 was the start
of] the Indian Removal Act, which said Indians had to leave
Illinois and states throughout the southeast."
Settling farmers in the area cleared the oak-hickory forests
to build their farms .
Prior to European di~covery of the area, the land where
SIUE is simated was, according to Brugam, a suburb to Cahokia.
·
'This was not an isolated area. 1bis was like Chesterfield
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to downtown Cahokia," Brugam said. '"Ihe site was probably
[settled] by a group of farmers who used Cahokia Creek to
take their goods down to Cahokia Mounds."
So far, Holt said archeological digs on campus have
yielded the discovery of two Cahokian houses.
'Tm sure there are more. We excavate very slowly and
carefully," Holt said. 'There's surely more out there from that
time period."
Holt said other exciting discoveries found by the department include a Folsom point, an arrow head that is believed
to be approximately 10,000 years old, and 2,000-year-old
storage pits containing painted pottery.
In one of these pits, Holt said they found a figurine of
particular interest because, rather than having smmpy feamres
common to figurines made in this area at the time, it had
some intricate detail that would have been identified with figurines from the Illinois Valley.
'The figurines you find from this time period in this area
are pretty crude. They call them Casper the Ghost Figurines
because they have a smmp for the body and smmp for the
arms, a smmp for the torso and a little smmp-like head," Holt
said. "Up north ofus, they find figurines that are sometimes
intricately made where you can see their jewelry, their hairstyle, their clothing [or] mothers nursing their babies or carrying them on their back. ... The figurine we found shows a
combination of these feanrres. From the waist up, it's like the
Casper the Ghost Figurine, but from the waist down, it's fairly
detailed."
Holt said smdents interested in SIUE archeology can
sign up for the Anthropology 475 summer class or make an
appointment with her to visit excavation sites by emailing
2,000-yea r-old figurines were found In storage pits, located on

Koren Martin can be reached at kmartin@alestlelive.com
or 6SJ-3527.

I Photo courtesy of Julie Holt

campus grounds.

Campus grounds
through time
9500-8000

B.C.

Paleoindian Period
The Folsom point is considered a projectile type spearhead.
Folsom points are approximately 10,000 years old, dating as
far back as 9500 BC.
A Folsom point was recently
discovered on the SIDE campus,
making it the oldest recovered artifact on the grounds.

c. 700-1400 A.D.
Mississippian
Period
According to the Cahokia
Mounds website, Cahokian culture
developed slowly from the Woodland culture.
During its height, 20,000 people settled the city. According to anthropology professor Julie Holt,
smaller settlements existed, one
being the campus, which is evidenced by the discovery of Cahokian homes.

c. 100-200 A.D.

Timeline Legend
This timcline is not to scale.

I

Gray tick.marks represent
. 1,000 year intervals.
White cickmarks represent
100 year intervals.
Bubbled tickm.arks represent
important periods on campus
grounds.

T

c. 1803A.D.
American settlement
on campus grounds
According to the first Ed-

wardsville land survey; William B.
Whiteside was the first American to
settle on what is now campus grounds
in 1803.
The Louisiana purchase also took
place in 1803, and more Americans
soon settled the area.
Anthropology Professor Julie
Holt said, soon after, Native Americans were forced to leave the grounds.

C. 1670-1770

A.D.

Middle Woodland
Period

French Louisiana
and fur trade

Casper the Ghost figurines
have been found on campus, and
are believed to be approximately
2,000 years old.
According to anthropology
professor Julie Holt, they get their
name because of the stump-like
characteristics.
Such a figurine had been fmmd
in an ancient sto rage pit on campus.

According to the Cahokia
Mounds website, Native Americans
of the Illiniwek confederacy began to
settle the former areas of Cahokia in
the 1600s.
The American Journeys website
reported that Jacques Marquette and
Louis Joliet began exploraoon of the
Mississippi River in 1673. Evcnmall)i
the French and N ative Amc1ic,ms engaged in fu r trading.
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Campus aerial circa 1978 shows SIUE architect Gyo Obata's land scape design of campus -
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BEN OSTERMEIER
Alestle Online Editor

Though most students may not spend
much time consciously thinking about the
landscape of SIUE aside from complaining
about the distance they have to walk to class,
most of the decisions made regarding the location of parking lots and buildings were carefully thought out, particularly in keeping with
the form of the land that existed previously.
According to "SIUE: The First 50 Years"
by Edward Meridian, the initial design of the
Edwardsville campus was undertaken by Gyo
Obata, who was a 35-year-old principle architect of the St. Louis architecture firm Hellmuth, Obata and Kassabaum, Inc.
For the firm, Obata had already designed
a number of buildings in the St. Louis metro
region, including the Planetarium in Forest
Park that is today part of the Science Center, a
dormitory at Washington University, the Lambert Field Terminal at the St. Louis International Airport, Memorial Hospital in Belleville
and the master plan of the University of Missouri at Rolla.
Obata wanted the buildings of campus to
fit in with the preexisting landscape. According to Meridian, Obata wrote, 'The original
requirement by the university was _to keep the
terrain as natural as possible. We therefore did
a great deal of study on how a building meets
the natural grades."
To control the angle of the sun on campus, for instance, Obata oriented the original
buildings on a north-south a\'.iS.
He used brick as a material because its appearance would vary with natural conditions,
just like the surrow1ding earth. Brick, concrete,
glass and black allln1inum - each of the four
main materials - held different functions.
The brick was used to meet the natural
grade of the land and to represent the fixed
areas of the building, such as staircases, elevators, restrooms and other utilities that would
never be moved. Concrete was used in the
more flexible areas. Glass would let in natural
light, and the black allln1inum would hold the
glass.
Of the noticeable rectangular units in
each building, Obata said they were meant to
break down the large buildings into smaller
sections.
"The idea was to get away from the large,
monumental and institutional type of architec-

with buildings spiraling out from the center.
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r . s1ur buildings, land1narfrs

(I~ J. share stories from the past

ture so prevalent in new campuses," Obata
said, according to Meridian.
Then SIU President Delyte W. Morris
also did not want the new campus to fall into
the conventional form of a university but become a "bold and experimental institution."
So read the letter Morris sent to prominent intellectuals and designers across America to discuss Obata's initial plans.
Among the special guests who came to
the first meeting on June 2, 1961 were a city
planner of Philadelphia, a planning administrator with the University of California, R.
Buckminster Fuller, who would later design
the geodesic dome of the Center for Spirituality and Sustainability, an architectw·al historian and Hideo Sasaki, chairman of the
Department of Landscape Architecture at
Harvard, which also provided landscape architectural services to the campus.
Though SIUE developed out of America's suburbanization and growing dependence on the automobile, one of the largest
issues they faced at this meeting was where to
have commuters park.
The initial plans Obata drew resembled
the current form of campus, a group of buildings radiating out from a central area like a
pinwheel, except in that it featured parking lots
between the buildings.
At the suggestion of several participants
in the meeting, Oba ta moved parking areas to
the east of the campus core to avoid obscwing
the natural landscape around the buildings
with "ugly parking lots."
Both Morris and Obata did not like the
impact of what was then a fairly new form of
transportation. Morris even had cars banned
from S:RJC in the '60s, seeing them as a can1pus nwsance.
Morris preferred to walk and bike, encouraging students to do the same, and saw
the car as inegalitarian in how some students
had access to one and others did not. Yet,
while SIUE as a commuter campus would
need to be made accessible to cars, Obata attempted to minimize their impact.
For instance, the landscape architect from
SIUC, John Lonergan, wanted parking located near the planned Communications
Building, now known as D unham Hall, so
that guests to theater productions would not
have to walk far. Obata, seeing parking as a
waste of land, rejected the idea.
·

'The parking concept must be kept inviolate. The car is the curse of the nation. Cannot we expect the public to do as the students
will have to do?" Obata said to Lonergan, as
quoted by Meridian.
University archivist Stephen Kerber said
Obata decided to locate the parking lots east
of the campus core so that students could admire the beauty of campus while walking in.
Morris also pushed to have multiple road
entrances to campus to prevent ''undesirable
structures from being erected on the campus
doorstep," according to Kerber, also quoted
by Meridian.
Morris also made a number of design decisions for the interior of the buildings, some
against the suggestion of faculty. For instance,
he wanted the lab in the science building to
accommodate multiple disciplines at different
times, so first hour could have chemistry, the
following, physics and finally, earth science,
something physics professor Larry McAneny
took issue with when interviewed by Meridian.
«It was ridiculous. You can imagine a lab
where people are smashing rocks one hour
and then getting in there the next hour with
some delicate apparatus, and it wouldn't work.
But you couldn't convince him," McAneny as
quoted by Meridian. "Morris would get the
ideas from all the facultv and then his own
ideas. He would take a statistical average, giving everyone else's ideas a statistical weight of
zero and his own a statistical weight of one.
TI1en, he would an average. And what do you
know! Thing were built the way he wanted."
1110ugh Obata's original design featured
a large amount of natural light indoors, Morris
suggested using windowless classrooms. The
basis for this design came from New York
University, which had worked well there because many students took evening classes and
came into the bright indoors from the dark
outdoors.
Morris' final major impact on campus design happened outdoors, where he encouraged horticulturalist Edward Hurne to reforest
much of campus with native trees. Except for
a few splotches of older trees near farmhouses
and along the bluffs, in the 19th and 20th centuries farmers cleared most of the original
woods that covered campus. Today, the campus features a 380-acre Nature Reserve with a
number of wooded and prairie natural areas.

Fifry years after his original design of
SIUE, 82-year-old Obata told graduate S.J.
Morrison he still held pride in the campus core
of buildings he designed: Peck Hall, Lovejoy
Library, Science Building East, Dunham Hall,
the Morris University Center and Rendleman
Hall.
"I don't think there are other campuses
that look like this. We sited the buildings to fit
the contours of the land," Obata said, as
quoted by Meridian. "That layout is completely unique to the site."
Construction did not begin until May 3,
1963, because the board of trustees insisted on
having a wning ordinance passed to further
prevent commercial installations just outside
of campus, which the Madison County Board
of Supervisors did not pass until Feb. 20,
1963. As a result, only Peck Hall and Lovejoy
Library were open on the first day of classes
Sept. 23, 1965.
Stratton Quadrangle (the quad)

Opened in 1965, originally named Central Mall
Named for: William J. Stratton in 1998
William J. Stratton was the republican
governor of Illinois at the time of SIUE's
founding in 1957, as well as the speaker at
SIUE's first commencement in 1960, according to the SIUE website. The Chicago Tribune obituary on Stratton said other
accomplishments in his time as governor from
1953 to 1961 include the formation of the Illinois tollway system and the construction of
both the University of Illinois Chicago campus and O'Hare International Airport.
Lovejoy Library

Opened in 1965
Named For: Elijah Parish Lovejoy
Lovejoy was an abolitionist, newspaper
editor and Presbyterian minister from Alton
who was murdered in 1837 by a pro-slavery
mob, according to his biography on the Alton
web. He began his career as an editor at the
St. Louis Observer in St. Louis, printing many
editorials criticizing slavery and other church
denominations.
Anti-abolitionists destroyed his printing
press three times to try to stop the publication,
but Lovejoy would not remain quiet. The year
BUILDINGS
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Mississippi River Festival took place on the SIUE campus for 11 years. Before its demise, the MRF was host to performances by world-famous musicians such as Bob Dylan, the Beach Boys, the Eagles, the Grateful I

A MESS, §UT A §E
SI E p_ ~S HOST TO
LUKE SCHMIDT
Atestte Reporter

At the north end of cam'p us, wh.ere University Drive meanders past the spacious grassy
knolls of the model airplane . park, stands a
plaque erected in memory of the Mississippi
River Festival.
While more than three decades have elapsed
since ZZ Top played the final farewell show
Aug. 23, 1980, the spirit of the festival continues to live on in the hearts and memories of
SIUE students and faculty who heard the spectacle with their own ears and continue to this
day to sing along with the songs of yesteryear.
St. Louis Symphony settles on the lawn of
fledgling SIUE, MRF Is born
According to Lyle Ward, long-time SIUE
administrator as well as student-attendee of the
MRF, there were two primary factors involved
· in the inception of the festival. Throughout the
1960s, the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra was
in dire need of a place to call home for their
summer concert series.
The administrators at the newly founded
SIU campus in Edwardsville were s_earching for
a way to bring their university high visibility and
prominence. The two parties found reconciliation in the other.

"John Ren leman was a champion of the
young people. H e wanted his students to suc1\jeed. Moreovet, what was of immense importance ro Rendleman was that he believed in
trusting his stu,d ents," Ward said. "Rendleman
and other SIUR admins worked with area executives interested in sponsoring a pop music festival at the same site, in the style of the
Monterey Pop Festival and othe! pop music festivals of the era."
The St. Louis Symphony Orchestra perform ed its de but concert at the site June 20,
1969, and would play a total of 17 classical concerts during the opening season. Folk-protest
singer Buffy Sainte-Marie opened up the pop
music aspect of the festival June 23.
The 1969 season welcomed other pop
music acts including the Modern Jazz Trio and
two icons of the era: Richie Havens and Joan
Baez. Months before Havens played his iconic
opening set at Woodstock in upstate New York,
he was ushering in the era of the Mississippi
River Festival.
View from the lawn
During the 1970s, then-SIUE student
David Woesthaus, of Belleville, now a teacher of
secondary education, attended numerous events
at the MRF and to this day carries with him a
treat bag of stories: some sweet, some savory
and others altogether bitter and tragic.

Woesthaus said, while the tickets thems Ives
were relatively cheap, the memories created were
priceless.
"I remember paying something like $4 to
get into the main tent, which is not bad at alJ
considering I saw some of the best acts of the
day including Yes, the Doobie Brothers and the
Marshall Tucker Band," Woesthaus said,. "I remember seeing someone, maybe James Taylor,
during a thunderstorm. The entire amphitheater
turned into a muddy mess. It was a mess, but a
beautiful mess at that."
Woesthaus said he specifically remembers
the presence of student-employees who worked
the festival.
"On the ground level, it was run almost entirely by SIUE students," Woesthaus said. "Students worked everything from parking to
security to concession stands. I mean, talk about
a killer summer job."
J oho Celuch, then-curator of the Louis Sullivan collection in the Lovejoy Library, said he
remembers setting up an art exhibit during the
1970 season.
"I believe it was the first day of the festival
that year," Celuch said. "At the top of the amphitheater near where the concession stand was,
I displayed salvaged ornaments from Sullivan's
buildings in Chicago. The collection was relatively new to the university, and it was a perfect

opportunity to showcase it."
Ward said a common miscon,
the festival is that it was only a \
concerts.
"Acrnallv, about half of the fes
icated to fine arts, and the other :
cared to concerts, which is l\ hat
tend to remember,', Ward said. "'\
numerous dance and theater 1.)U j
the years. Bob Hope even per
which was a personal favorite of r
From its inception, there w,
concern about the use of alcohol a
drugs. Chancellor Rendleman is n
taking a realistic approach to the
that it should be expected that I
want to drink wine at such at eve1
As a result, buses were cha
from the festival to safely transp,
attendees. Many attendees simply
own party supplies for the festi\
and others not-so-legal.
Woesthaus said the student-rL
not always keep a handle on the
crowds.
"On second thought, maybe
rity was not the best idea," We
"There was kind of an anything-g
People used to get wasted and clin
towers all the time. I remember

e
11-··

it.,.,
n misconception about
s only a venue for rock

of the festival w,1s dedhe other half w,1s d1:dih is what mosr people
d said. "We brought in
atcr gwup~ thro,1gh(lut
eyen pcrfonncll here.
·oritc of mine."
then: \·a~ widespread
alcohol .ind other illicit
ema.n is remembered as
ch to the issue, saying
ed that people should
ch at event.
vere chartered to and
ly transport inebriated
s simply brought their
e fesfr., al, some legal
tudent-run security did
e on the often-raucous
, maybe student secuea,,., Woesthaus said.
ything-goes mentality.
and climb the speaker
member one guy who

jumped off the tower and landed on the people
below him. I don't know how no one got killed
or seriously injured. Unfortunately, things did
get out of hand sometimes ."
Bac kstage pass
In 1975, long-time festival apprentice Ward
took on the position of managing di rector of the
festival and witnessed a unique behind-thcscenes perspective of some of the world's most
famou s musicians.
Ward said the circumstances surrounding
Harry Chapin's performance is perhaps one of
the most compelling stories to come out of the
MRF.
"I remember getting a call from Harry
Chapin t he day of the concert. He was stuck in
New York with a canceled flight, and he wanted
to know what he should do," Ward said. "I told
him, 'We are all here waiting for you . D o what
you can to get here . We will wait for you .'
Chapin then boarded a private jet and flew to St.
Louis. H e ended up making quite the entrance
to the festival. To everyone's elation, he finally
arrived on the site in a helicopter and played
until 2 :30 in the morning - a great show."
Ward said he remembers how one band in
particular reacted backstage after what they considered to be the best show of their careers up
to that point.
"The Eagles played to a crowd of about

25,000 people, the size of which they had ne er
performed in front of before," Ward said. "After
the show, I saw them backstage jumping up and
down, overjoyed, blown away by the energy o f
the MRF crowd they had just entertained."
Ward said a unique aspect of the festival was
the interaction between famous mu icians and
SIUE students.
"More often than not, musicians would
hang out with the festival-goers once their act
had ended," Ward said. "It was not at all uncommon in those days to walk into a local bar after
a festival event and see a world-famous rockstar
having a beer with SIUE students."
End of the Rendleman Era, decline of the

MRF
While opinions and h istories vary about the
decline and dissolution of the fes tival, Ward said
t he beginning of the end o f the MRF was the
untimely death of former President John
Rendleman in 1976.
"Rendleman worked tirelessly year after year
lobbying in order to keep the festival on campus.
The festival was in no way a financial success,
but Rendleman knew how important it was to
not only students, but the community at large,"
Ward said. "When John died, I suppose the vision of the festival got lost in some way as well."
Woesthaus said the loss of vision for the festival also reflected a greater trend in society at

the time.
"The '60s were idealistic. There -was a common cause with the war in V' nam and all the
social change happening at the time. There was
some sense of sticking it to the man," Woesthaus
said. "As we moved into the '70s, the festival became overly hedonistic \\ ith drugs and booze
and grew a poor reputation. It was less 'Let's
stick it to the man' and more 'Screw the man,
I'm gonna get mine.' .\nd don't even get me
started about how disco and the new wave music
of the '80s spelled the demi~e of festivals like the
MRF."
Ward said the final blow came in 1978,
when leadership of the festival fell into the hands
of the Niederlander Corporation of New York.
"Neiderlander was a for-profit company that
put on these huge rock concerts," Ward said.
"They decided to run the MRF more like a business instead of keeping with the original not-fo rprofit spirit of the festival."
Woesthaus said, unfortunately, something
like the MRF couldn't exist at SIUE today.
"Things have changed a lot since then. Society has changed. Music culture has changed,"
Woesthaus said. "For a while, the MRF was a
perfect fit for SIUE, but that time is gone, and
I don't think it's coming back."
Luke Schmidt can be reached at
lschmldt@Olestlellve.com or 6!:JJ.3527.
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Mississippi River Festival "usherettes" circa 1976.

Peter, Paul and Mary at the MRF in 1978.
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Photo courtesy of SIUE Archives
(Right) Pete Seeger
w ith Ario Guthrie a t
the 1975 Mississippi
River Festival.
(Left) Crowd of
Mississippi

River

Festival-goers from
1973.

Photos courtesy
of SIUE Archives
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A portion of the Sullivan Collection, which was gathered by Richard Nickel, Is housed In Lovejoy library. SIUE paid $12,000 for the entire collection. It Is the world's largest

I

collection of Sullivan's work.

Photo by Christian Lee/ Alestle

' I'll flCJn H[ CJODD;\MN )I)HM TO H[ DITTm [ND '
Louis Sullivan devotee saves art from destruction
ally hooked. He started looking further. in the middle of the night. He would use
He
ended up on a lifelong quest to docu- his one phone call to get bailed out, and
Alestle Reporter
ment and save Sullivan's buildings. then he would promptly return to the
The Louis Sullivan Collection on the Richard Nickel was the definition of pas- demolition site and continue salvaging."
As the '50s bled into the '60s,
second floor of the Lovejoy Library pays sionate."
Yet,
for
all
his
passion,
Nickel
said
in
Nickel's
collection of salvaged Sullivan orhomage to a giant of American architecture, displaying original ornament sal- writings that at the beginning of his ca- naments was proving to be more than he
vaged from buildings right before, and reer, he was not only unqualified for the could handle. Nickel would transport
often during, their demolition. To look task at hand, but also that he was an un- these pieces in the car trunk from the
demolition sites to his parent's attic,
upon these pieces is to look upon the likely candidate.
"At the start, I didn't have the proper where he lived until his death.
ruins of a lost city, a Chicago that was
His parents' lawn became covered
consumed and forever disappeared into equipment," Nickel said. "I had never
the rapid urban renewal of the mid-20th given architecture a serious thought, and with salvage. Nickel even rented space on
I had never heard of Sullivan."
Chicago's Navy Pier to store his growing
century.
University archivist Steve Kerber said collection.
There is, however, more to the story
Nickel desperately needed a home for
behind the Sullivan Collection, which in- the photographer soon realized that his
volves a Sullivan devotee who sacrificed subjects were disappearing faster than he his collection, Celuch said, yet unfortunately, he did not find it in Chicago, much
his blood, sweat and tears, and ultimately could set up his camera.
"Nickel witnessed these structures de- to his dismay.
his life, for the preservation of the archi"The irony is that the people in
tect's work. That devotee was Richard - signed by Sullivan being torn down. To
Nickel, this was a cultural disaster," Ker- Chicago didn't appreciate Nickel's work
Nickel.
Richard Nickel was born in 1928 in ber said. "Nickel saw Sullivan as the enough to keep it in the city," Celuch
the Polish section of Chicago. Four years greatest American architect. He didn't said. "He made attempts to sell his collecprior, Louis Sullivan died in relative ob- want to see Chicago and the world lose tion to numerous organizations in
scurity, his buildings falling into disrepair these architectural jewels. He became ob- Chicago, including the Art Institute of
sessed with preserving the work and Chicago, who turned him down."
and neglect.
Nickel was born into a city still heal- legacy of Louis Sul------------------------ing and trying to redefine itself after the livan."
Nickel
said
he
Great Chicago fire, according to former
Sullivan Collection curator John Celuch. was fighting a war
He ended up on a lifelong
Unfortunately for Sullivan, his his- to save the soul of
toric buildings stood in the way of the Chicago.
quest to document and save
"It shatters me
new Chicago of the future. However, the
Sullivan's buildings. Richard
architect had no way of knowing that his that we tear down
work would inspire one son of Chicago these obvious works
Nickel was the definition of
to stand up and fight a battle to save his of art," Nickel said .
"I'll
fight
the
godpassionate.
legacr
In 1948, recently discharged as a damn system to the
paratrooper for the 11th Airborne, Nickel bitter end. Like
John Celuch
Thomas'
enrolled at the Institute of Design in Dylan
former
Sullivan
Collection
curator
poem,
'Do
not
go
Chicago after producing photographs and
movies of his time in the army. According gentle [into that
to Richard Cahan's extensive biography good night]."'
According to a documentary by
Kerber said Nickel reluctantly found
of Nickel, there were nvo simple reasons
Margie
Newman and Jay Shefsky for a home for his collection downstate at a
why he decided to go to art school: It was
located in his native Chicago, and it was WTTW Chicago, Nickel would enter a fledgling universitr
building demolition site donning a mili"John Randall was the university arfree under the G.I. Bill of Rights.
After serving another tour of duty as tary-style helmet; his weapons : a pickaxe, chitect who worked with HOK, a large
design firm out of St. Louis," Kerber
a photojournalist in the Korean War from chisel and hammer.
If Nickel couldn't save the buildings said. "John Randall came from Chicago,
1950 to 1952, Nickel returned to the Institute of Design where his life forever themselves, he would at least salvage the and he was acquainted with Richard
architectural terra-cotta ornament. Often, Nickel. Randall became the proponent for
changed.
Celuch said one assignment in partic- the building would be collapsing in the acquisition of Nickel's collection. If it
ular became Richard's obsession, con- around Nickel, yet he would continue to wasn't for Randall, the collection never
work among the thunderstorm of debris, would have come here. SIUE ended up
suming his life.
"In 1953, the young photography even more furiously to save these treas- paying Nickel $12,000 for his hardstudent at the Institute of Design in ures lest they be forever lost to the trash earned collection."
The collection was first displayed in
Chicago was given an assignment from heap.
Celuch
said
he
remembers
Nickel's
Lovejoy
Library in 1966, with Nickel
his teacher Aaron Siskind, who charged
Richard Nickel and other students with stories of salvaging ornament at these present and involved in the original placement of the pieces.
the task of identifying and photographing demolition sites.
"Nickel would go to these demolition
Celuch, a design student at SIUC at
the buildings of architect Louis Sullivan,"
Celuch said. "Chicago was losing a ton of sites at really bizarre times, like 2 a.m.," the time, said he attended the gallery
buildings at the time. The group would Celuch said. "Nickel told some great sto- opening.
"I remember there were two carloads
go around the city photographing the ries about being caught on a demolition
works of Louis Sullivan. Richard got re- site by the police and taken to the station of design students that came up from Car-

LUKE SCHMIDT

''

bondale," Celuch said. "The opening was
something like 7 p.m. at the Lovejoy Library. Nickel was present at the opening,
as well as Randall and several others associated with Nickel from Chicago. I don't
remember Nickel talking publicly that
night, but I do remember speaking personally with him and Randall."
Celuch said the opening of the Sullivan Collection prove4 a turning point in
his own life as well.
"I remember John Randall came up
to me. Somehow he must have sensed
that I was passionate about this stuff,"
Celuch said. "Perhaps he sensed that I had
been bitten by the same bug that Nickel
had been. I kept in touch with Randall
throughout my undergrad, and he ended
up hiring me as the curator of the Sullivan Collection in 1969."
Celuch's work as curator involved
working with Nickel, who eventually met
his end salvaging pieces for the SIUE collection.
"Nickel continued to collect ornament even after he sold his collection to
SIUE," Celuch said. "Tragically, when
Nickel was killed in the Chicago Stock
Exchange Building in 1972, he was salvaging ornament to add to the SIUE collection."
According to Kerber, the collection is
unique in the world. There is no other
comparable collection of Sullivan's work
than what is at SIUE, and the university
would not have it without Nickel.
Kerber said, however, that Randall's
original plans for the collection were
overzealous to some extent.
"I think Randall took too big of a
bite," Kerber said. "By its very nature, it
is a very difficult collection to work with.
Most of the pieces were left unused bv the
university in storage and even outside."
In fact, only a small portion of the ornaments purchased from Nickel ended up
in the library collection . A good deal is
kept outside on the lawn in front of the
University Museum. Some of the ornaments are sitting in the exact spot where
they were dumped more than 40 years
ago.
The words of Sullivan ring true as
these treasures continue to weather the elements on the lawn of the University Museum season after season.
"And decay proceeds as inevitably as
growth, function is declined, structures
disintegrate, differentiation is blurred, the
fabric dissolves, life disappears, death appears, time engulfed. The eterm,.l life
falls ... Out of oblivion into oblivion, so
goes the drama of creative things."
Luke Schmidt can be reached at
/schmidt@alestleHve.com or 6SJ.3527.

.

BU ILDINGS I from pg .6
be,.......,fo=-re__,.h-e-di=·e-d,~h_e_m_o_v_ed~a-cross--th-e
river to Alton, where slavery was illegal, yet southern sympathy was
still strong.
Lovejoy founded the abolitionist newspaper the Alton Observer
and continued to rail against the institution of slavery, even though his
presses were continuing to be destroyed. While at a warehouse,
Lovejoy and a group of20 supporters were confronted by a pro-slavery
mob while defending a new press
they were about to install. The mob
demanded they hand over the press.
Lovejoy and his comrades refused,
and the mob put up a ladder so they
could light the warehouse on fire.
When trying to push down the
ladder, Lovejoy was shot by someone in the crowd and died at the age
of 35. His supporters laid down
their arms, and the mob destroyed
the press and threw the pieces into
the Mississippi. He became a martyr
and an inspiration for those who opposed slavery, including John Brown
and Abraham Lincoln.
Despite calls to name the library after then SIU Vice President
H arold W See, the trustees decided
to name the library after Lovejoy in
1963.

·Hall. He also initiated the Mississippi River Festival starting in 1969,
which continued 10 years after he
died in 1970.
•
Goshen Lounge
Opened with the University
Center in 1967
Named for: Goshen Settlement
According to "A Pictorial History of Edwardsville and Glen Carbon, 1800-1991" by Dick Norrish,
the Goshen settlement was the name
given to the first American territory
in Madison County by Rev: David
Badgley, .a Baptist preacher from
V rrginia and Kentucky.
· He arrived in the area in 1799
looking for land that was suitable for
~culture and settlement. Badgley,
Impressed by the bluffs overlooking
the Mississippi River and the rich
vegetation, named the area the
"Land of Goshen," in reference to
the Book of Genesis.
In the Biblical story of Joseph,
the Land of Goshen was fertile Nile
River delta land given to the H ebrews by the pharaoh of Egypt,
which the Hebrews later left in the
Exodus. Badgley, too, eventually left
the area, but the name of the settlement remained. Edwardsville was
founded to the northeast of the
Goshen settlement.
The name has been applied to
many places, including the Goshen
Road, which, in the pioneer days,
was a wagon trail from the Goshen
settlement across all of southern Illinois to Shawneetown, located on
the border with Kentucky.
Today's Goshen Road in Edwardsville is only a small segment of
what was, in its day, an interstate
transportation route.

Peck Hall
Opened in 1965
Named For: John Mason Peck
Peck was a prominent figure in
early Illinois and Missouri, particularly in the St. Louis area, according
to the SIUE website. He was a Baptist missionary who advocated
against slavery, helping to defeat a
movement to make Illinois a slave
~rate. He foll!1de_d Shurtleff College
10 Alton, which 1s now the location
of the SIU School of Dental Medicine. In addition to converting many
to the Baptist faith, Peck also established a number of institutions to
educate Baptists, including one in
O 'Fallon, lli., that he later moved to
Alto n. By the time he died in 1858,
he had helped establish 900 Baptist
churches, ordain 600 pastors and
add 32,000 to the Baptist faith.

Katherine Dunham Hall
Opened in 1967, originally
named Communications Building
Named for: Katherine Dunham in 1998
Dunham was a dancer, choreographer and social activist who
lived for a time in East St. Louis and
became artist-in-residence at SIUE
in 1964, according to the SIUE
website.
As one of the most prominent
figures of dance in the 20th century,
Dunham could have lived anywhere
and taught dance to children of privilege. Yet she chose to educate th<;
youth of East St. Louis, some of
whom were gang members, on their
African American heritage to give
them hope and social identity.
At SIUE, Dunham worked
with other faculty, including anthropologists, sociologists, educational
specialists, scientists, writers, musicians and theater faculty to create the
initial SIUE liberal arts program.
Among her colleagues was architect
R . Buckminster Fuller.

Morris University Center
Opened in 1967, originally
named University Center
Named For: Delyte W Morris
in 1998
Morris was the president of the
SIU system when the Edwardsville
campus was first established, according to the SIUE website. He is currently the longest-serving SIU
president, in office from 1948 to
1968. He oversaw the co nstruction
of Peck Hall, Lovejoy Library, what
is now Science Building East and
the Communications Building,
today named Katherine Dunham

Architect Gyo Obata, circa 1966, stands In the Stratton Quadrangle in
whic h he desig ned and looks In the direction of Dunham Hall w ith Lovejoy
Lib rary in the backgro~nd.
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Madison County, not knowing his ,.......,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
property would become a state university in 150 years. There, he and
his wife raised nine children and
likely farmed just enough food for
themselves.
Though Illinois was part of the
Northwest Territory and therefore
free territory, several records indicate
he owned black slaves or indentured
servants to help work his property.
Though the research on this issue is
still ongoing in the SIUE History
Department, it is known that he also
signed a petition for Illinois to become a free state. This is likely because, according to John Faragher in •Science Building, now
Rendleman Hall
the book "Sugar Creek," most Illi- KfiQcwn os Sclence Build•
Opened in 1969, originally nois settlers opposed the institution I
st, wos constructed
of slavery, usually not out of concern In :66. It was renomed
named General Office Building
Named for: John S. Rendle- for African Americans, but because in 2013.
average farmers could not compete
man in 1976
Rendleman was the first presi- with wealthy plantations that relied
dent of SIUE, appointed by Morris on slavery for labor.
Whiteside also commanded *C~usar t.of(e W<JS con•
to the post in 1968, according to the
SIUE website. With the United one of the Illinois companies that st u..1cted In l967 as a reser•
States engaged in war in Vietnam, fought in the War of 1812 and later vo lt of water for the
Rendleman was president during a fought in the Black Hawk War heating and cooling plant
tumultuous time for American col- - against Native Americans in 1832. tocoted at the woter towe r.
Between the two wars, he was sher- It was onginol!Y named
leges.
H.:>W$ r La ke, but was re*
. . He publically stated his oppo- iff of Madison County in 1819.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Whiteside nomed in 1997.
smon to the war and promoted
open forums and discussions on died of unknown causes in 1833,
campus about issues gripping the she dying four mo nths before he
*Cougar Village opened 1n
nation. The day after Ohio National did. A 1984 publication of the jour- 1970, It was originally
Guardsmen fired into a crowd of nalism department at SIUE, the named Tower lake Apart•
unarmed, protesting students at J/Student, about Whiteside, 'The rt)~mts. The oportrnents
Kent State, leaving four students W10d Never Seems To Stop Blow- we-re renamed In 1997.
dead, Rendleman held an open ing Here," speculates they both died
forum in the Goshen Lounge to re- of a cholera epidemic that was ramspond to questions and comments pant in 1833, but there is no way to *Center for Spirifuolttv
from outraged students. He also led know for sure how they died.
ond Sustain
ed ln l
, tt was
a campus convocation or moratoMetca lf Student Experimental
ally nomed
rium on violence.
ious Center. It was
Rendleman's opposition to the Theater
Opened in 1984, originally . renamed in 2009.
war and promotion of public discussion may have helped prevent vio- named Student Experimental Thelent protest5 at SIUE, whereas ater
SIUC was temporarily closed by the
Named for: James E Metcalf in :Founders Ha
1976. It was o
rty
governor of Illinois due to violent 1985
disturbances in 1970.
James Metcalf was the budget nomed Building II, but the
director at SIUE who died suddenly named changed In 1997.
Whiteside Road
in 1984 at the age of 54, six days
Opened in 1980
after the Student Experimental The- •Alumni Hall, :0t1g1nally
Named for: William Bolin ater opened.
named Building
Whiteside
He is most notable as the father opened In 1916 a nd was
Editor's note: Ben O stermeier of the Emmy-award winning actress renamed in 1997.
is currently working with the SIUE Laurie M etcalf, who was born and
Department of Histo rical Studies on raised in Edwardsville. According to
researching the life of William B. IM DB.com, her famous roles in- •Art and Design Build ing,
Whiteside.
clude Jackie Harris in the sitcom now known asArt and De.Whiteside was among the ear- "Roseanne," tl1e voice of Andy's sign East, opened in 1993.
liest American settlers to settle in llii- mom in tl1e three "Toy Story" films, The bulldlng was renamed
nois, and was o ne of the first Sheldo n's motl1cr in 'The Big Bang in 2013.
Americans to settle on what is nm\ Theo ry" and Carolyn Bigsby in
•The music wing expansio n
the SIUE campus.
"Desperate Housewives."
tg Dunham Holl, Which WO$
Not much is known about
n coUed Coromunlc o,.
Whiteside's life because he lived in a Ralph Korte Stadium
Build ing, opened In
time and place that had very little
Opened in 1993
writing and he did not leave behind
Named for: Ralph Ko rte 10 1994 .
any journals that have been found. 1998
The main reason we know he lived
SIUE alumnus Ralph Korte ,.Woodland Hall, originally
here is a white obelisk grave that lies began the Korte Company, a con- nomed Student Residence
along the road named for him, struction company, in 1958, 10 H~C opened
1994 a nd
which bears his name and the dates years before receiving his BS in busi- was renamed In 1997.
he was born and died: Dec. 24, ness at SIUE, according to the
SIUE website.
1777, to Nov: 18, 1833.
Also listed on the other sides of
He has supported a number of
irie Holl opened in
his grave are his wife, Sarah Raines initiatives at SIUE beyond the con- •
Whiteside, and some of his children struction of Ralph Korte Stadiun1,
and in-laws.
including a construction program
What we do know about and tl1e donation of the Ralph and *Engineenng Building
opened in 2000.
Whiteside is m ostly fro m the ge- D onna Ko rte Classroom.
nealogical research done by the
-Bluff Ho11 opened tn 2001.
Whiteside familv, which has found B. Barnard Birger Hall
mentio ns of his name in various
O pened in 2000
government records left over from
Nam ed for: B. Barnard Birger
the early 1800s.
Birger was a longtin1e su p- -Textbook Rental, located 1n
According to the genealogical porter of SIUE and member of the University Pork, opened in
research, Whiteside was born in board of trustees, who made a $1.3 2002. It was previously loNortl1 Carolina, and migrated witl1 millio n donation to the university cated in the basement of
his father at the age of 16 to Ken- on tl1e event of his deatl1 in 2000, Lovejoy Library.
tucky and then to what would be- according to an administrative
come Monroe Cow1ty, where his newsletter, the SIUE Observer, pubfather established a fort named lication, "Birger Hall D edicated -Evergreen Hall opened in
Whiteside station. Two years later, in Oct. 4 ; Open House Oct. 6".
2007
1795, the Whiteside family and
Birger, a lifetime honorary
other pioneers led an attack against member of tl1e SIUE Foundation
a group of Native Americans, win- Board, made the second-largest one- -$Tt1dent Success c enter
opened In 2009,
ning the battle and likely killing time gift ever to tl1e foundation to
many. It was after this battle that construct a building to house the
Whiteside met his future wife, SIUE Foundation and Alumni As- -Art and Oeslg West
opened in 2013.
Sarah. They were married a year sociation, Birger Hall.
later.
·SCienoe Bulldlng WeS'f
In 1802, Whiteside moved to
Ben Ostermeier can be reached at
opened 1n 2013
the Goshen Settlement along the

In 1965, President Lyndon
Johnson appointed D unham to be a
cultural ambassador to Senegal in
West Africa.
D unham has been called the
"matriarch and queen mother of
black dance" and sought to bring
down s~ial , barriers faced by
African Americans through dance.
East St. Louis poet, former Alestle
editor'and SIUE English professor
Eugene Redmond said Dunham
"stood in and outside of art, in and
outside of social structure, in and
outside of[ academics], in and outside of gender."

History of other

aonstrmetlon
projecfs

m.

lo

bluffs overlooking the Mississippi in

bostermeier@alestlelive.com or
650-3527.
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NAICIT NINIBIII
The Tale of Eddie the Cougar

BEN LEVIN
A/est/e Reporter

Since SIUE joined Division
I, there have always been a few
intangibles that represent the
university's sports. Stands are
consistently filled with fans
garbed in red, a big red "e" is
ever-present somewhere on an
SIUE jersey, and there is always
a big, furry Cougar running
around to pump up the fans.
Eddie the Cougar shows up
to most SIUE sporting events
and recently has been making
appearances at non-sports events
in Edwardsville and surrounding
communities. Standing around
six feet tall, Eddie can usually be
seen wearing a large basketball
jersey and oversized shoes.
But Eddie was not always
around to represent SIUE. It
was not until 2010 that Eddie
became an official part of the
university.
Mason
Glick,
assistant athletic director for
sales and marketing, was around
for the creation. Glick said the
change came when the athletics
department was moving to DI.
"The change came at the
same time as the transition to
Division I," Glick said. "In
January 2010, we announced
Eddie
the mascot taking over
for Corey the Cougar. It was just
synonymous with Edwardsville.
He wears the number 57, which
is when the institution was
created. 'Eddie' was more
synonymous with Edwardsville
and the year."
The university knew it
wanted to keep a cougar as the
mascot for SIUE athletics since
a cougar had been connected to
the university from the start.
Glick said the process for
choosing h_pw the cougar
looked, though, included some
help from the srudents.
"When
the
athletic
department decided to transition
to a new mascot and costume,
we actually did a contest
amongst the students," Glick
said. "We gave them four or five
designs, and they voted on
which design they thought best
represented the university. The
students selected the costume
we currently use for Eddie."
Selecting the look of Eddie
was one thing, but finding
someone to actually be Eddie
the Cougar was
another
problem that had to be dealt
with. Jamie Springer, an SIUE
student at the time, had
experience as the mascot of her
high school. Springer said she
asked the athletics department if
she could be the new mascot and
was accepted.
"I just emailed athletics and
told them I have experience
doing stuff like that," Springer
said. "They emailed me back and
said, 'If you want to do it, we
have a spot for you."'
Springer was given some
freedom to do what she wanted
with the mascot. Springer said
she studied to perform her best.
"I did pull a lot from what
I've seen in the past, like
Fredbird and mascots like that,"
Springer said. "I also learned a
lot about the school. That
helped, learning the brand and
where we wanted to go. I talked
with different athletes and the
marketing directors, and that

as

helped."
Springer and the athletic
department had to devise a plan
to get Eddie's image out to the
people. Springer said they took
advantage of being close to St.
Louis.
"It really evolved when we
went [DI], when the marketing
department went full force into
making the university and
athletics really a brand,"
Springer said. "We went
everywhere from St. Louis and
doing
Rams
games
and
Cardinals stuff. We went out to
local places in the Edwardsville
community. We even did a
commercial with a dental
hygienist."
, . The department's hard work
in· the early days paid off, and
now Eddie is known not just
campus-wide, but around the
area. Glick said the athletics
programs and Eddie have grown
together in the short time they
have been with each other.
"Going to Rams games,
going to community events,
we're receiving multiple requests
a week now for Eddie," Glick
said. "Demand has become so
high, we've purchased another
mascot suit to try to keep up
with those requests. Eddie the
Cougar is synonymous with
Cougar athletics and SIUE now,
and I think as the brand of
Eddie continues to grow, so will
SIUE
athletics.
We
just
developed 'Eddie's Junior e'
club. It's a kid's club, and we are
up to 1,000 members already in
two years. They get free
admission to every game, a tshi):'-1: -and a bag."
· Not only has Eddie helped
expand SIUE sports, but he
h$Jeed~Sprin_ger in h~r life_ after
cqfu:ge,~ Spnnger said bemg a
mascot had its perks when she
w;is- filli!].g out applications.
·~· "I .think it was just a unique
thipg tfiat no one else can say
they had done," Springer said.
"It's also something that you can
put on a resume and get
employers interested."
Now graduated from SIUE,
Springer remembers her days as
the mascot fondly. Springer said
she feels she has a lasting legacy
at the university.
"I think it's one of those
things, especially as an alumni,
where you're not in the hall of
fame, but you're definitely
someone that people will
remember if you talk to people
and say, 'Hey, I was the mascot,'
Springer said. "I still have
people come up to me, who saw
me
at
games,
such
as
cheerleaders, who don't know
my name, but remember me as
Eddie. · There's an emotional
attachment to that."
Although cheerleaders and
others. attached to the athletics
department remember Springer
as Eddie, few other students
would know her as the Eddie.
Springer said she had to keep
her identity as Eddie a secret
while she was at the university. .
"I was told from the very
first meeting that I wasn't
allowed
to
tell
anybody
anything," Springer said. "The
only people I did tell were my
professors, or there were a few
times where cheerleaders would
go with me to events. I'd have to

tell them, 'Hey, I need you to go
to this event with me.' They
would get a little confused, so I
might have to tell them who I
was."
Some difficulties arose for
Springer while trying to hide her
Eddie identity. Springer said
some instances occurred that
may have hinted that she was the
one donning the cougar
costume.
"It was hard to keep the
secret when we did more
appearances
on
campus,"
Springer said. "People would see
you with this huge bag. It's not
like a book bag; it's a body bag.
It was definitely something
where you had to hurry around.
Once I met more people, I
would ask if I could use their
office to change in. They would
sort of be like, 'Heck yeah we
want Eddie to change in our
office."'
Eddie has come a long way
since being introduced just four
years ago. Glick said the change
in Eddie has been remarkable.
"Eddie is a celebrity.
Anywhere you take Eddie, he is
hugging people, high-fiving
people," Glick said. "They want
to get their pictures taken next
to Eddie. He's kind of our focal
point heading into DI. You look
at different universities where
they have different mascots and
different traditions. We're still
creating our traditions with
Eddie. He's leading the way."
Eddie's popularity was
rewarded this year as he won the
Ohio Valley Conference mascot
challenge.

Eddie the Cougar plays a game of basketball at his birthday celebration
Jan. 18 against Murray State. Eddie has been the Cougars' mascot since the
program transitioned to Division I.
I Photo by Christian Lee/ Alestle

Ben Levin can be reached at
blevin@alestlelive.com or 650-3524.

One of the live cougars poses for a photo outside of the MUC. Two live cougars became SIUE mascots In 1968, and
were kept on campus. The cougars would be brought out to special events held around the campus.
I Photo Courtesy of the SIUE Athletics Department
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Quick facts about
the 1972 team
0
The 1972 team was inducted into
the SIUE hall of fame together.
The team went undefeated, going
11-0-3 over the team's 14 games.

l
Along with being the first SIUE
team to win a national champion,
the 1972 team was the first
Divison II soccer champion. The
new D II was created to give
smaller schools a more equal
playing field.

2
SIUE has won two national
championships in soccer,
including the 1972 D II
championship. In 1979, the
Cougars won the NCAA D I
championship by defeating
Clemson 3-2 in the final.

SIUE won the first-ever college division national championship, defeating Oneonta College 1-0 in the ttt1e game. SIUE, under Hall of Fame Head Coach
Bob Guelker, went undefeated with an 11-0-3 record. Chris Carenza, who scored the game-winning goal In the national ttt1e game, led the team with 12
goals and three assists. Tom Twellman, who had four goals and two assists, was named SIUE's Mo3t Valuable Athlete. Kevin Howe was named the team's
Most Valuable Player. The other valuable playe rs for the 1972 men's soccer team were Jo hn Stremlau, Steve Cacciatore, Greg Modde, Dennis Driscoll,
Tom Galati, Bob Kessen , nm Putnam, Joe Gallagher, Steve Elliott, Bill Renaud, Mike Boland, Vince Fassl, BIii Barron, Norman Seim, Rick Benben, and
Chester Kowalew skl.
I Photo C o utesy o f siuecougars.com

SIUE'S FIRST NATIONAL CHAMPION
CAITLIN GROVE
Alestle Reporter

5
Before coming to SIUE, hall of
fame head coach Bob Guelker
coached at Saint Louis U niversity,
where he would win five national
titles with the Bilikens from 19591965. Guclker was inducted into
the SLU and SIUE hall of fames

12
During tl1c 1972 season, Chris
Carenza led tl1c Cougars witl1 12
goals. Carcnza scored the gamewinner in the national
championship game and would
go on to play in tl,e National
American Soccer League and
Sweden.

In 1972, the SIUE men's
soccer team defeated Oneonta
College 1-0 to clinch the
Division
II
N ational
Championship. This was SIUE's
fi rst natio nal championship in
any spo rt and its fi rst D-II
champio nship in soccer.
During this season the team
achieved a record of 11-0-3.
R ick Benben, the Cougars'
goalie that year said he still
remembers the goal SIUE
scored, which ultimately won
the game.
"It was a really nice goal,"
Benben said . "I tl1ink we played
well. It was a tight game and, in
hindsight, every kick of the ball
meant something."
SIUE player Tom Twellman
-- now 62- - said the most
difficu lt part was that tl1e game
occurred in the middle of an ice
storm, causing the field to be
mostly frozen and forcing many
players to wear high-top tennis
shoes for traction .

"It was a shame that we had
to play the final game in those
conditions," Twellman said.
"But I thought we out-played
the other team. Under those
conditions it was a battle, but
we did it and came out
victorious."
Benben said once the game
started, he didn't think much

'

doing your job. You think mo re
about the importance of it once
it's over."
That year, the team was
under the instruction of SIUE
Hall of Fame head coach Bob
Guelker. Guelker was head coach
at Saint Louis University from
1959-66 and reigned as head
coach at SIUE fro m 1967-85.

As the years go by, I think I
more clearly understand the
magnitude of that game .. .
Rick Benben
Goalkeep er for the 1972 season

about the im portance the game
held.
"I think once the game
starts, it really just comes down
to playing," Benben said. "I
really don't think you're
thinking about the magnitude of
it. You're just concentrating on

While with the Cougars,
Guelker held a record of216-672 1. In 2005, he was inducted
into the SIUE Athletics Hall of
Fame.
"Oh my god, Guelker was
extraordinary. I t was really just
amazing," Benben said. "Coach

..~
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The Medical version- not the "Hollywood" version

L

Did you know that your SKELETON determines how much weight you should carry?

Bones have a weight-bearing limit! What's yours?

c1he Road to Ideal/Jody Weight'-with Calorie Cash.
Cp}.rn::Nurses' Station, P.C.

@

618:259-7781

Guelker was, at the time, the
Phil Jackson or Bill Belichick,
whoever you want to pick as
your best coach of any sport, of
college soccer. I was just
ext remely fortunate mat he
ended up at SIUE after he left
SLU and I had the opportunity
to play for him."
Twellman said that Coach
Guelker impacted his life and
playing abilities.
"He was a very good man,"
Twellman said. "He taught us a
lot about life, he talked about
the intangibles and how to be a
good person and athlete."
After graduating SIUE in
1973, Benben carried on his
love of soccer. He joined the
SIUE coaching staff that year
and remained assistant coach
under Guelker's guidance until
1982. During this time, he
helped bring SIUE its second
championship win in 1979,
when the Cougars won the DI
championship.
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METRO

EAST

MiniSTtlRAGE

51-l-l Chain of Rocks Road. Edwarthvilk ll.

Need Storage .for Su11uner Break?
Conveniently Located l Mile from Campu~!

When you need to store,
look for the green door!
N

t

To SIUE

Metro East Mini - Storage

w

E

*

Chain ol Rocks Rd.

Interstate 270

s

Special 10 % Discount For
SIUE students!
Please call

(618) 656 - 1200
to Reserve your unit today l
OR RENT ONLINE

WWW.METROEASTMINISTORAGE.COM
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It's a// about good taste.
COME SEE WHY OUR HOT-GRILLED SUBS ARE #1 FAMOUS
FOR "BEST TASTE" ALONG WITH OUR FRESH CUT FRIES AND
FRESH HAND-SQUEEZED LEMONADE
CALL YOUR ORDER IN AHEAD OF TIME AND SIMPLY PICK IT UPI

10% DISCOUNT TO All
SIDE STUDENTS, FACULTY,
AND THEIR FAMILIES
WITH VALID ID
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
EDWARDSVILLE (618) 656-0777
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS (618) 632-7366
COLLINSVILLE (618) 344-3400
BELLEVILLE (618) 277-7786

CHECK OUR WEB SITE AND REGISTER TO RECEIVE
MONTHLY ANNOUNCEMENTS AND VALUES!
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In 1982, Benben made the
move to Kansas City, Mo., to
become assistant coach and
director of player personnel for
the Kansas City Comets. This
was a Major Indoor Soccer
League team and Benben
remained assistant coach for
them through the 1987 season.
Benben is currently the head
coach for the University of
Missouri Kansas City men's
soccer team and is entering his
17th season in this position.
"As the years go by; I think I
more clearly understand the
magnitude of that game and
experience," Benben said. "To
think that, not only that year we
won the championship but pretty

much every year from the time I
entered through 1980, we were
at the top of collegiate soccer,
and that is pretty extraordinary. I
feel really lucky to have been a
part of that."
Once Twellman graduated,
he was drafted in both soccer and
baseball but chose the baseball
route. He played professional
baseball for three years with the
Houston Astros and is currently
president and CEO of Hair
Saloon Holdings, commonly
known in the St. Louis area as
the Hair Saloon For Men.
"I'm proud to think of those
memories," Twellman said.
"They are some of the best
memories I've had. I looked
forward to every practice and
every game. We couldn't have

had a better group of guys. It was
a tremendous experience."
Benben said that these
memories are some of his
favorites when looking back over
his life.
"These memories are built,
and I appreciate them more and
more every day," Benben said.
"The older you get, the more you
appreciate your teammates and
coaches. We had a team full of
fantastic people. There's no more
profound way to say it. They did
a lot for us. They certainly
shaped my life, and I think a lot
of the guys would say the same
thing."
Caitlin Grove can be reached at
cgrove@alestlelive.com or 650-3524.
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Adults. Two shifts available, evening &
midnight. Past experience with D.D. a
plus. Flexibility in covering shifts any
day of the week. Ability to communicate
effectively with residents, guardians &
staff a must. Drug testing required.
Send resume to: LPN 1450 Caseyville
Avenue, Swansea, IL 62226

Place your classified ad at a
time convenient for you using
our easy, secure online
interface at:
alestlelive.com/classifietls

Part-Time Typist: send re~ume and
cover letter to oceanvoyage@ymail.com

BASIC PRINT INSERTION RATES:
10-word minimum for all ads.
20 cents aword 1-2 insertions,per insertion
19 cents aword 3-4 insertions,per insertion
18 cents aword 5-19 insertions,per insertion
17 cents aword 20+ insertions,per insertion
Print Extras:
All bold, additional $5

FOR RENT
SMOKE-FREE 2 BR, 1.5 BA
Townhomes. $675 month. Includes
water, sewer and trash service.
Washer/Dryer in unit. 6.6 mi. to SIUE.
Quiet. Clean. No pets. No smoking
(618) 931-4700
www.fairwayestates.net

WANTED

Web Extras Vary
Please schedule your ad carefully
as we cannot offer refunds.
Corrections must be noted on the first
day the ad appears in the newspaper.
· Deadlines:
By noon Friday for Tuesday issue
or noon Monday for Thursday issue
Havingtrouble? Call 618-650-3528
or e-mail classifieds@alestlelive.com
Alestle Offfce Hours:
Morris University Center Rm. 2022

HELP WANTED
100 Bed Residential Facility for
Developmentally Disabled Adults in
Swansea, IL seeking a person for
Administrator on Duty (AOD). Must
have
supervisory
experience.
Experience with 0.0. a plus.
Certification will be provided by the
facility. $10.00 per hour. Drug testing
required. Send resume to: LPN 1450
Caseyville Avenue, Swansea, IL 62226
Licensed LPN for 100 bed residential
facility for Developmentally Disabled

Job Fair for Food Production Positions
St. Louis Staffing will be hosting a job
fair on May 9 for great career
opportunities at Hodgson Mill, a food
production company located in
Effingham, IL. These positions are for
candidates interested in relocating to
Effingham, IL and some assistance will
be available to help with moving costs.
They are looking for several skilled
workers with experience in the following:
Production Development Tech
Payroll Processor
Production Supervisor
Production Operator
Blender Operations
Production Coordinator
The job fair will be held at:
St. Louis Staffing
514 Earth City Plaza, Ste. 220
St Louis, MO 63045
9am-2pm
This is a great opportunity to learn
more about these exciting positions
with great growth potential. View
detailed job descriptions at
www.stlouis-staffing.com. For
questions, call 636-240-7823.

· .... •. We;9ffer superior amenities and apartmentJeatures that you simply won't find with
.,,ttiij'. other guys. Private Bedrooms and .Bathrooms give our residents the privacy ,,
;f~t'~tjaving their own space<whiieresiding with theirpee~s.Jhewajting{game, and ' ,
,.,:, _c'. rowded
bathroom is' out,
personal private
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in. Get yours today!
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